
SMYRNA PUBLIC LIBRARY

107 South Main Street
Smyrna, Delaware 19977
(302) 653-4579

The Smyrna Library Association, a subscription library, was formed by a small group 
of Smyrna residents in 1858. The library was first located in Odd Fellows Hall, then 
in 1869, it moved into the firehouse section of the Old Town Hall Building on South
Main Street. 

On June 8, 1940, the subscription library became a Free Public Library for the citizens 
of Smyrna and the Smyrna School District. Then tragedy struck on Christmas Day, 
1948, when Christmas decorations caught fire and burned the third floor of the building,
causing extensive smoke and water damage to the first floor of the library. Books were
carefully moved to the Parish House of the Episcopal Church, where sorting and repairing
were done. The library operated from the church until October 1949, when it moved
to its original location on the corner of South Main Street.

In 1989, the library moved yet again, into the Police Department section of the Town
Hall. The library now occupies the entire 2,700 square foot first floor of the building.

Key Individuals

The library’s first librarian was Dr. W.T. Collins.

The first officers of the library were: 
Mr. Daniel Cummins, president;
the Reverend Brisbane, vice president; 
Mr. Robert D. Hoffecker, recording secretary; 
Dr. C. D. Daily, corresponding secretary; and 
Mr. W. C. Eliason, treasurer. 
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